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 Employee Assistance Programs (EAP)
 are not just for big employers any more.

 You can provide this too!

 Join the EAP Consortium!

 www.eapconsortium.com

 Training at No Cost to Small Businesses? 

 Membership Benefits
 *Confidential Counseling Sessions (3 to 6), *Provider List of
 18 area counselors, *Employee Newsletter, *Live 24/7 phone 
 access, *Free Supervisory Training, *Supervisory Newsletter,

 *FREE and Discounted Training, *FREE Supervisory 
 Consultations, *Critical Incident Debriefings: When a severely 

 upsetting event occurs, like an accident, robbery or death at work.

 Excellent Customer Service Training
 This training and others come FREE with a membership to EAP Consortium!
 The biggest cause for poor customer service is not a “bad employee” but an 

 employee without the training about: “How to work, manage thoughts & moods, 
 maintaining focus, thinking reasonably in the workplace, effective communication 

 skills and solving problems at work and at home.”

 Call Gil Garcia for Membership Details

 (866) 903-6000
 Annual Fee $35-45 per employee

 The Renaissance
 Assisted Living Apartment

 Community by Rennes

 Home is not where you live...it’s where someone cares
 • Warm Home-like Community
 • 3 Delicious Meals Provided
 • Emergency Response

 • Medication Monitoring
 • Weekly Housekeeping
 • Activity Areas

 Full time RN administrator and a full time LPN  manager 
 on duty to assess the medical needs of our residents

 To join our community or to request further information,

 Call  715-735-2100
 2909 Shore Drive • Marinette
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■ Team had success
on the field, at gate
By TOM KAESER
Assistant sports editor
tkaeser@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE — Shane King
approached the Spies Field football
field with mixed feelings when the
M&M Timberjacks opened a new era
in area football last August.

On the one hand, his adrenaline
was pumping with excitement about
the venture he and his brother
Jason had sunk their money into.
But a nagging thought kept inter-
rupting his reverie.

“We were hoping 200 to 250 peo-
ple would show up,” said King. “We
were afraid nobody would show up.”

Jason King had a restless night
before he suited up for his first game
with the Timberjacks.

“The night before our home open-
er I didn’t get any sleep,” he recalled.
“I thought the overall production
would be a debacle and only 15 peo-
ple would be there. But with (general
manager) Mike Andre and the people
in the booth, it turned out to be a
very good performance.” 

The packed parking lots and long
line at the Spies Field ticket booth
chased away the thoughts of finan-
cial disaster for the King brothers.

More than 1,500 fans from
throughout the area showed up at
the first game to get a taste of M&M
Timberjack football and the play of
the local team in a victory over the
Bay Area Vipers kept them coming
back all season.

“It brought a tear to my eye,”
Shane said of the overflow crowd at
the Timberjacks’ first game. “They
kept coming and coming. It was
wonderful.”

Jason noted that he had never

seen such a reception to a team
while playing for three other WSFL
teams.

“One team was excited about
building up their fan base to about
500 people,” he said. “A lot of teams
hope to be where we’re at in about
five years.” 

While playing together on a Wis-
consin State Football League semi-
pro team, the King brothers came up
with idea of owning their own team
in the Marinette/Menominee area.

They knew football was king in a
community where people grow up
wearing their sports hearts on their
sleeves while sporting their loyalty to
the Maroons or Marines on their
shirts.

“We felt the Marinette and
Menominee area would love it, but
we tempered our expectations,”
Shane recalled. “We saw other new
teams in the league that didn’t do
too well.”

The first-game turnout was not
just a casual look-see by the fans.
Loyalty to the team was already
growing strong by the second home
game and Timberjack fans became
known around the league as the
most vocal and supportive in the
league.

In their first season in the Wis-
consin Football League, the Timber-
jacks ranked third in attendance in
their division.

“At the league meeting, it was
brought up that for visiting teams
coming to Menominee it was like a
hostile environment,” Jason said
with a laugh. “So many of the fans
are adamant about their team.”

After investing in the new team, it
soon became apparent that the price
tag would be much higher than they
had planned.

The cost of travel, footballs, uni-
forms and countless sideline mer-
chandise kept raising the gamble the

Kings put on their team.
“If we would have known the cost,

we probably wouldn’t have done it,”
Shane  admitted. “The only thing
that made it worthwhile was the
community support. If we would
have just gotten 200 to 250 fans to
our games, we couldn’t have gone a
second year.” 

Jason disagrees with his brother.
“What would have happened is

we would have put less money into
the team,” he explained. “We would
have skidded by. I would have kept
on plugging along. The community
support has allowed us to put more
into it.”

Shane noted with relief that he
and his brother almost broke even in
their first year as the team owners —
better than they had forecast.

“The local community kept it
exciting. The sky is the limit,” he
explained.

Jason played for the Timberjacks
in their debut season but will stick
to his role as owner in the upcoming
season.  

“I didn’t really play that much,”
he said with a laugh. “Being tied up
on the sideline, it put more of a bur-
den on other people. This way I can
help more with the game-day man-
agement.”

Andre stirred up financial sup-
port for the Timberjacks from area
businesses and soon team apparel
was a common sight at games and
on the street.

Sponsors Airgas, Bay Area Med-

ical Center, Christensen Machinery
and Supply, The Greater Marinette-
Menominee YMCA, Robert and June
King, Thomas and Linda King, Lau-
rie’s Wildflower Cafe and Bagel
Shoppe, LeRoy’s Cleaners, L.E.
Jones, Mickey-Lu Bar-B-Q, McDon-
ald’s, Ogden Club, Schooner Pub &
Grill, Schooby’s Trophies and
Apparel, Sylvan Industries, Sports
Corner, Scoop’s Cafe, Stateline
Award, Mike and Angie Van Rens,
Vojo’s All Sports and Waupaca
Foundry helped ease the financial
strain on the first-year team.

Many players on the team enlist-
ed sponsors to defray the cost of
their uniforms and equipment.

On the field, the Timberjacks also
shattered the dire precedent set by
other first-year teams. With talent
from cities throughout the area and
even the Gladstone, Mich. area, the
M&M beat the defending champion
Oostburg Rebels (7-6) in their sec-
ond home game, advanced to the
playoffs and finished with a 7-4
record.

“Most new teams in this league
start 0-10,” said Shane. “They
expect the new teams to go 0-10.
The other new team in the league
last year was 0-10.”

Jason noted that the Timber-
jacks, under head coach Joe Plautz,
had a much more professional
approach to the game than the pre-
vious teams he played for.

“I was very impressed with the
team, top to bottom,” he said. “The

other teams I played on, there was a
player-coach. They were not able to
react to what was going on. They
kept running into a brick wall and
hoping it would work.”

Jason also was impressed by the
hard-nosed approach the Timber-
jacks brought to their games.

“The other teams I played for
expected their teams to lose as soon
as things didn’t go their way,” he
explained. “This team expected to
win every game. When things didn’t
go well, they didn’t give up. The
maturity of the guys to stick together
was very impressive.” 

Last season was filled with ques-
tion marks, high hopes and playoff
excitement that far exceeded expec-
tations.

At a team meeting last month, 30
new players signed up for the Tim-
berjacks. Thirty-one players were
members of the team in its first sea-
son.

“We pretty much expected a flood
of new guys,” Shane said. “Not
everybody got the word in time last
year. Some decided to wait and see.
After the first couple of games, they
wished they would have done it.”

Jason wants to provide an even
more fan-friendly experience at Tim-
berjacks’ home game in the upcom-
ing season.

“I don’t want us to grow too fast,
but I would like us to increase the
attendance and make it a better
atmosphere for the fans. I want to
make it more than a football game.”

He is toying with the idea of hav-
ing fan contests after the quarters,
such as field goal kicking and punt
catching.  

The team needs coaching help in
the defensive line and special teams
for the 2008 season and game vol-
unteers. Anyone interested should
go to the team Web site: m&mtim-
berjacks.com

Timberjacks football squad exceeded expectations

““The local community kept it exciting. The sky is the
limit.”

Shane King
Timberjacks co-owner

Sending something
to the Newsroom?

You can reach us at
news@eagleherald.com

NIE
Keeping the

Future Bright

 E.P. OLSEN
 MACHIN E CO.,   INC .

 has been manufacturing QUALITY 
 machine parts for 88 YEARS.

 Family Owned
 for 88 Years

 1920-2008

 E.P. OLSEN  MACHIN E CO.,   INC .

 2427 Carney Ave.  •  715-735-6124
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